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Handbook – Postcards 06 – The American Fleet Postcards 

(PC35 and PC36) 

 

 
 

Figure1: Reverse of NSW Fleet Cards (and all other states except Victoria) 
 

 
The last postal cards issued by New South Wales, PC35 and PC36, were to commemorate the visit of 
the American Fleet (popularly known as the `Great White Fleet’) in 1908, the illustration for both 
cards is shown in Figure 1. This was prior to the establishment of the Commonwealth Stamp Printing 
Office in Melbourne in 1909 although there was interest in producing a commemorative 
Commonwealth of Australia post card for issue throughout Australia.  
 
The dates of the visits of the American Fleet to Australian ports were: 

Sydney 20 – 27 August 1908 
Melbourne 29 August to 5 September 1908 
Albany 11-18 September 2008. 
 

Cards at the 1d rate were produced for all of the States and at the 1½d overseas rate for New South 
Wales and Victoria but not for the other port of call in Western Australia. The New South Wales 
Printing Office played a key role in the production of the Fleet cards not only for New South Wales 
but for the other States.   
 
New South Wales Printer Correspondence 
The New South Wales archives contain short memoranda related to the design and printing of the 
cards and as these have not previously been published a summary account of these is given below. 
The correspondence only includes the outgoing letters from the Government Printer.  
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26 May 1908 to Colonel Miller DSO, Secretary for Home Affairs, Australia.  
I now enclose alternative pencil suggestions for Commonwealth Cards. It will be noted that in 
each design the question of alteration of the principal view and date has been considered, 
whilst the purely Federal spirit is essentially the purpose of the card.  
 
7 July 1908 to Colonel Miller DSO, General Manager, American Fleet Visit Celebrations, 
Melbourne.  
Herewith proof of the Fleet Post card, Sydney edition. The back of the proof is left blank, but 
in the attached slip you will define how much is be printed thereon. Unless I hear from you to 
the contrary by Thursday night, I shall proceed with the printing and emboss the Seal only, so 
as to interfere with the back as little as possible for writing purposes. 
 
8 July 1908 to Deputy Postmaster General, Sydney. 
Herewith specimens each of the 1d and 1½d Post Cards, each impressed with the proper 
stamp. Duplicate examples of these have this day been forwarded to the Head Office of the 
Department in Melbourne. 
 
17 July 1908 to Secretary, Postmaster General’s Department, Melbourne. 
I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of yours of 15th instant re Post Cards, Fleet Visit, and 
also the receipt of certain designs and suggestions from the Commissioner of Patents, Mr 
Townsend. The revised sketch of same will be available to-morrow, Saturday, and, in the 
meantime, having informed the Duty Postmaster General, Sydney, of the receipt of your 
instructions, I shall await the pleasure of the Minister for an interview, having notified him of 
my desire to attend on him whenever he may appoint.  

 
29 July 1908 to Colonel Miller DSO, General Manager, American Fleet Visit Celebrations. 
With regard to matters in hand at this Office, I have the honor to place the following details at 
your disposal. 
Souvenir Album Shall be in a position to begin delivery on the 14th proximo, and desire 

your instructions as to allocation and disposal. 
Post Cards  Delivery to start on the 5th proximo and desire your instructions as to 

allocation and disposal. 
It is not known if the Souvenir Album contained any stamped or unstamped Fleet cards. 
 
31 July 1908 to Colonel Miller, DSO, General Manager, American Fleet Visit Celebrations.  
I have the honor to forward herewith a specimen copy (unstamped) of the new Post Card for 
issue re Fleet Celebrations – proofs of which have this day been forwarded to the Secretary 
Postmaster General, Sydney. Shown here as Figure 2. 
 

 
 

Figure 2: Obverse of unstamped proof. The same design was used for the “blanks” that were 
produced for stamping for the other states, due to the printer inadvertently failing 

to remove the stamp box. (see below) 
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23 September 1908 to Secretary, Postmaster General’s Department, Melbourne. 
Reverting to yours of the 27th ultimo to the word `Stamp’ printed in the centre of a square to 
the right hand top corner of the Post Card supplied by this Office in connection with the visit 
of the United States Fleet, the inconvenience referred to is noted, and it is regretted that the 
word was inserted. At the time when the blank square was authorised for printing it appeared 
unlikely that the space would be utilised to print the stamp itself, as in all other cases where 
this square border was used, the word `Stamp’ has been considered necessary for public 
guidance, and when further printing was required, our instructions have always been to leave 
the space entirely blank. Consequently, in the case in question, the omission of the work 
appeared to be an error at this end, which had escaped attention.    

 
The mistake is particularly noticeable for the cards subsequently impressed with the Western 
Australia 1d stamp which had a horizontal format.  
 
The design and production of Fleet Cards was unusual especially as the all the unstamped cards 
were printed by the New South Wales Printer. There is a clue as to why this was the case and that 
concerns Colonel Miller mentioned in the extracts from the New South Wales memoranda 
summarised above. Colonel David Miller was appointed at the first Secretary of the Federal 
Ministry of Home Affairs in 1902 and one of his tasks was `General Manager’ for the American 
Fleet Visit Celebrations’. Less well known was that earlier in his career he was the Chief Clerk to 
the New South Government Printer before he left for distinguished service in the Boer War. This 
may have influenced the decision to have this nationwide post card issue produced by the New 
South Wales Government Printer. Later in Miller’s career he was for many years the 
Administrator for the Federal Capital Territory responsible overseeing for the initial planning and 
building of the Canberra. 
  

 
 

Figure 3: Obverse of NSW 1d Fleet card (PC35) 
 

 
 

Figure 4: Obverse of NSW 1½d Fleet card 
 
 

The New South Wales Fleet Cards  
Both the 1d and 1½d Fleet cards for New South Wales are the same size, 140 x 90mm, with the same 
form of address panel and the multi-coloured illustration on the reverse is identical. The only 
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differences are that the 1d stamps are impressed with the 1d Shield stamp (as used for PC31) and 
those for the 1½d card with the waratah wreath design used for the regular post card issue (PC32). 
These are illustrated in Figure 3 and 4. The issue date was the 20th August 1908, the day the Fleet 
arrived in Sydney. 
 
Numbers issued 
As described above, the New South Wales Government Printer not only printed the 1d and 1½d 
stamped Fleet cards for that State but all the cards used in the other States, apart from the stamps.   
For Victoria the pictorial element of the 1d and 1½d cards were of a completely different design and 
the Victorian Government Printer added the appropriate 1d and 1½d stamp impressions. The 
Commonwealth Archives indicate that that the stamps were printed on sheets that comprised 12 
cards. The unstamped 1d cards for use in the other States were also sent to Victoria. Those for use in 
South Australia and Queensland were then forwarded to the appropriate Government Printers 
where the 1d stamps were added. For Western Australia and Tasmania the 1 d stamp impressions 
were added by the Victorian Government Printer before forwarding to the appropriate postal 
authorities. 
 
The Philatelic Bulletin for 1954, which does not name an author but was almost certainly written by 
P.Collas, provides details of the numbers of Fleet Cards issued and sold for each of the States. For 
New South Wales the printing numbers were: 
 

20,000   1d cards with 1d NSW Die 2 Shield stamps 
30,000   1½d cards with 1½d NSW Waratah Wreath stamps Type 5.  

 
The Philatelic Bulletin give details of the other cards: 

6,000 sent to Brisbane to be impressed with a 1d Queensland stamp; 
4,500 sent to Adelaide to be impressed with a 1d South Australian stamp; 
2,000 sent to Hobart after they had been impressed with a 1d Tasmanian stamp by the 
Victorian Government Printer in Melbourne 
10,000 were sent to Perth after they had been impressed with a 1d Western Australian 
stamp by the Victorian Government Printer in Melbourne. 

  
The Philatelic Bulletin also gives a summary of the total numbers of stamped cards sold in each 
State. Unsold remainders were destroyed after May, 1911. 
 
State 1d Cards issued 1d Cards sold 1½d Cards issued 1½d Cards sold 

New South Wales 20,000 9,560 30,000 2,320 

Victoria 19,000 19,000 28,964 7,404 

Queensland 6,000 5,760   

South Australia 4,500 4,500   

Tasmania 2,000 2,000   

Western Australia 10,000 9,249   
 

Table 1. Fleet Card Sales by State (only NSW and Victoria issued 1½d cards) 

 
    
The majority of the 1d cards issued for Victoria, Queensland, South Australia, Western Australia and 
Tasmania were sold (South Australia sold out in 2 days!). This contrasts to the sale of 1d cards in 
New South Wales where less than half those printed. It also appears that the 1½d overseas rate 
Fleet Cards were much less popular and only small proportions of those printed were sold.  
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Used examples, especially at the 1½d overseas foreign rate are rare and examples of either value 
used during the period of the visit of the Great White Fleet are particularly collectable. There is no 
record of the production of specimen cards for New South Wales or the other States and none have 
been seen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


