
 

NEW SOUTH WALES OFFICIAL ENVELOPES 
By Wayne Menuz 

 

Part 2. 

Envelopes with typographic text on front 

In Sydney Post of May 2007, John Bell’s article “NSW Official Registered Envelopes” stated: 
All printing of NSW postage stamps and postal stationery was carried out at the Government Printing Office on 
written orders, usually requisitions, from the post office. When printing on envelopes etc. was required, it was 
customary for the envelopes to be printed on to be supplied by the Government Department for whom the printing 
was being done. 

In an appendix to the article, Bell gave examples of typical requisitions: 
136  12/10/88  1000 x 6d OS Postage Stamps to be impressed on 1000 envelopes supplied by the Public Instruction 

Dept. 
154  13/11/88  OS Postage Stamps  4,500 @1d; 500 @6d. To be impressed on 1000 envelopes supplied by the Public 

Instruction Dept. Both foolscap size. 
In the context of Bell’s article, “printing” refers to the indicium. But what about the printing of an ordering 
department’s name, heading,  etc., on envelopes? 

Mark Diserio, noted Australian postal stationery expert, replied to the above question: 

If tenders were called to supply the stationery or printing by a printer other than the Govt Printer, then I’d expect 
that tenders would have been called and the process documented in the NSW Government Gazette. I would not 
expect records of non-security printing to have been kept (but it might exist in the NSW state archives and possibly 
where Bell got his information, though I would have thought that if he had discovered this kind of information he 
would have documented same.) 

Michael Blinman, a noted exhibitor of NSW postal stationery, was on the email thread, and his reply is probably the 
answer: 

The NSW The Government Printer was a substantial establishment by the 1890’s, occupying a large two-story 
building in central Sydney with eight sub-branches. Both security (stamps, duty stamps, tram tickets etc) and non-
security printing were provided for some 82 government departments. Additionally, the printer produced books 
(including a 13-volume history of NSW) and maintained a photographic archive, which provided many of the scenes 
for the later scenic post cards. The printer won medals at international exhibitions for such diverse tasks as 
bookbinding and photography amongst others. 
A good reference for the activities of the Government Printer is “NSW Government Printers and Inspectors of 
Stamps” by Richard Peck.  
The matter of envelope production is unclear. The Government printer evidently was capable of manufacturing 
envelopes as envelope machines are shown on a map of the Government Printer building of 1894 (Peck p.23). I have 
a mis-cut OS envelope without seal of 1885 with the stamp [indicium] partially on the front and partially on the flap 
of the envelope, suggesting the stamp was first applied to sheet paper which was then made into an envelope. Also, 
one of the reprints of the 4d Crop Report envelope shows significant differences to other envelopes suggesting it 
was produced in similar fashion. 
On the matter of envelopes with seals, the evidence is contradictory. Peck states “Under Richards [Govt Printer 1859 
– 1886] envelopes for government departments were embossed with seals on the back flap”. John Bell mentioned a 
memo from the Government Printer saying he had no means to produce the seals and had nothing to do with them. 
We have not located Bell’s notes on this memo – perhaps it is amongst the notes you obtained. If so, it would help 
to know the exact wording and when the memo was produced. [Editor’s note: they were not in the material I 
acquired]. 
A likely but uncertain conclusion on this matter is that the Government Printer was definitely capable of producing 
envelopes, and did produce some of them, but many others were supplied by outside sources. 
On the matter of printing on the envelopes, I am in agreeance with Mark Diserio and Michael Drury that this was 
done by the Government printer. The reasons include the following: 
1) Peck (p.26) mentions that the Government Printer provided services for some 82 government departments. It 

would be unusual for printing on envelopes to be singled out for outsourcing if other printed materials were 



 

taken care of by the Government Printer. 
2) A number of official envelopes and parcel labels were inscribed for use by the Government Printer. It would be 

ludicrous to suggest that the Govt Printer could not print their own envelopes. This being the case it is most likely 
that large, centrally located government departments would avail themselves of these same services. 

3) As Mark Diserio pointed out, large printing jobs would be put out to tender. I have spent quite a bit of time 
rummaging through NSW Government Gazettes and could find no such tenders. 

4) There is a good deal of consistency in the imprints on the envelopes, apart from occasional font changes etc. 
Much greater variation would be expected if these print jobs were outsourced to a variety of printers (compare 
the variation in official envelopes with the variation in private-order post cards which were outsourced to a 
variety of printers). 

We can assume, therefore, that the typographic printing on the front sides of official envelopes was done by the 
Government Printer. The official seals found on the top flaps of many issues were a continuation of a practice from 
the early days of free franked official mail, such as the envelope shown in Figure 15. 

 

 
Figure 15. Envelope with seal intended for Official Free Frank Mail. 

The following listing is by Department. While the listings are to some degree chronological, the great diversity of types 
for some suggested grouping like types together for easier identification. The catalogue numbers begin with OS100 to 
clearly distinguish these from those with blank fronts. The envelope knives used for each Department or sub-section 
have the sizes and knives used shown at one-third size, unless previously illustrated and not critical for identifying the 
envelope. Each knife has its dimensions given, as well as the vertical height of the top flap (TF) and bottom flap (BF), 
all numbers in millimeters. Seals are shown at 160% size, and some will have the most distinguishing feature 
mentioned. 

GENERAL USE FOR ANY DEPARTMENT 

These envelopes have a generic heading On Her Majesty’s Service, and the Queen Victoria 1d die overprinted O S in 
Type A. On the left flap along the contour is a colourless embossing: John Sands Stationer, Sydney. 

   
a1 143 x 79 TF43 BF42 a3 139 x 79 TF41 BF40 



 

                         
OS1 [24½mm] Unicorn’s tail long                           OS5 [24½mm] 

 
 

  M U 
OE100-OS1 O S / 1d dull rose, a1, cream laid 110 400 
            -OS5            “                                 75  

 
GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 

Heading with Coat of Arms. At lower left Government Printing Office, / Sydney, ………….1889. Knife a3. Overprint Type 
A. 

 
 

  M U 
OE101 O S / 1d dull rose, a3, cream laid 370 370 
OE102 O S / 2d blue, a3, cream laid 370 370 

Heading front style changed and now with an underline, coat of arms removed, and text at lower left has date 1895 
followed by a bracket. 

 
  M U 



 

OE103 O S / 2d blue, a3, cream laid  
STATE CHILDREN’S RELIEF DEPARTMENT 

Overprint Type A on Queen Victoria indicium. 

 
  M U 
OE104 O S /2d blue, a3, cream laid 400 

 

  



 

MEDICAL BOARD OF NEW SOUTH WALES 

Heading as OE104, with return address at lower left. Three sizes of envelope: a5 142 x 79; c1 146 x 90; and k1(sack 
format) 276 x 118 mm. The latter two sizes have one knife each, and are not illustrated here; c1 shown before EO1 . 
The 2d Emu O S overprint is Type C (11.8 mm). The 1d Sydney indicium has two die types: 
 

 

 
2d Emu OS 12 [28 mm] 

 

 
  M U 
OE105-OS12 O S / 2d blue Emu, a5, cream laid 450 
OE106            “                   b1, cream laid 220 1300 
OE107-OS12 1d violet Sydney die7, a5, cream laid 300 
OE108             “              die 1, b1, cream laid 180 
OE109-OS12 2d blue Emu, a5, cream laid 500 
OE110            “        , k1, blue laid 1300 

Note: The comma after Sydney is absent on the size b setting. 

CASHIER’S BRANCH, GENERAL POST OFFICE 

These envelopes have crossed red lines, the British system to designate registration. The 1d and 2d indicia only paid 
for postage, so adhesive stamps would have been applied to cover the registration fee, but no used examples escaped 



 

the post office for the philatelic market to confirm this. The O S overprint is Type A. The 1d has one die type. 

 

 
Setting A: Thin red lines. At lower left 188. 

 
Setting B: Heading letters in new font, red lines thick, Mr. and Mail Contractor in italics and begin under On. At lower 
left 188. 
Setting C: As B except Mr. and Mail Contractor normal letters, and at lower left 189.  

 

 Die 10 
U points to center of O 
O shifted upwards and 
slightly tilted left 



 

     
OS5 [24½ mm] OS22 [30 mm] 

  M U
OE111-OS5 O S / 2d blue Emu, d4,  wove A 1000 
OE112-OS22            “                 , d6, wove B 600 
OE113-OS22            “                 , d4, wove C 1000 
OE114-OS5 1d Sydney die 10, d6, wove B 1000 
OE115-OS22            “                , d4 wove C 1000 
             OS25            “                , d4, wove C 600 

Note: The d4 paper is slightly bluish, and very thin. Most examples have brown stains (foxing). 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

After 23 August 1892, envelopes were produced for the Department, which sent them to farmers to pre-pay the return 
of crop reports. Hull stated, “very few escaped destruction after use.” About four used known of all types combined. 
All issued items are scarce, particularly the 4d: envelope (Hull: ”one of the rarest of the New South Wales stamped 
envelopes.”). 

The 1d indicium is die 7 (see OE107 for illustration). Four d-size knives were used, including the two shown in the 
General Post Office listing. Also, size e: 239 x 110 mm and size h: 260 x 114 mm, One item has seal S1. 

 
d2 223 x 96 TF59 BF50 S1 

 
d8 227 x 98 

 
Setting A: Instructions at upper left (If not etc.) in four lines.  
Setting B: Instructions in three lines. Heading and upper left text smaller font, OHMS is 87 mm vs. 97 mm. Sydney and 189 



 

spaced further apart. 

 
Setting C. 

      
Format C1            Format C2 

 
Format D1: Sub-Reporter on Crops 68 mm. 

      
D1                                                 D2 

Format D2: Sub-Reporter on Crops 65 mm and upper left text reset with top line moved left. “within” slopes down. 

OE118 has the indicum 18 mm below the top, and OE120 - OE123 have their indicia 28 mm from the right edge. This 
positioning was to avoid printing over a flap edge, which would show up as a crease in the design. The 4d Captain Cook 
indicium paid the double weight rate. The die on OE123 is well-formed, whereas on OE124 it is blotchy, and its colour 
is more reddish brown. 

        
                           OE123                          OE124 

  M U
OE116-S1 1d violet Sydney die 7, e, blue laid A 1000 
OE117            “                       , h, blue laid A 650 
OE118            “                       , d2, cream laid B 100 1,750 
EO120 2d blue Emu, d8, cream laid C 260 
OE121            “              , cream laid C1 750 
OE122            “              , cream laid C2 750 
OE123 4d brown Cook, d8, cream laid D1 150 1,750 



 

OE124            “                   , cream laid D2 600 
Note 1: OE119 is not used. 
Note 2: See Part 3 for the 4d with different knife and different settings, overprinted SPECIMEN, and/or CTO N.S.W or 
G.P.O. 

INSPECTOR’S OFFICE 

This was likely the Inspector of Slaughter Houses, an office created by the NSW Police department 1870 04 28. Ascher 
lists a size a envelope under his Agriculture Department listings, and it is likely he was referring to the following items. 

 

                 
a2 138 x 80 TF44 BF46 a4 138 x 79 TF43 BF43 

      
 a7 137 x 79 TF42 BF44   OS16 [25 mm] 

     
OS17 [25½ mm] OS18 [24½ mm] 



 

OS24 [30 mm] 

 
Format A: Heading 54 mm. 188. 

Format B1: 47 mm, underline starts under H.  .189. 

Format B2: 47 mm, underline starts under M.  .189.
 

 
Format C: 

 
  M U 
OE125-OS16 1d violet Sydney die2, a1, cream laid A 220 
OE126a-OS17            “         die 2, a4, cream laid B1 220 
OE126b-OS17            “         die 5, a4, cream laid B1 220 
OE126c-OS17             “         die 9, a4, cream laid B1 150 
OE127-OS24              “          die 6, a7, cream laid B2 60 
OE128-OS18              “          die 2, a4, cream laid C 60 
 

GOVERNMENT STATISTICIAN 

Large envelope size m 242 x 113 mm in sack format. New die 5 



 

OS23 [30¼ mm] 

 

Die 5 
Projection of U to center of O. 

White circle under O has a spur. 
S set low and tilts right

 

 

 

 

  M U 
OE129-OS23 1d violet die 5, m, yellowish buff 1,800 

 
REGISTER OF FRIENDLY SOCIETIES 

 d7: 222 x 203 

OS20 [26¼ mm]

 



 

 
 

  M U 
OE131-OS20 1d violet Sydney die2, d7 1300 
Note: OE130 reserved for future use. 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTON 

The following general use envelopes use knife a4 (pointed flap) or a7 (curved flap), both of which have already been 
illustrated. As a reminder for die types, the location of the holes relative to the foliage is usually a good visual clue in 
addition to notes. 

 
Die 6 Die 7 

 
Die 8 Die 9 

Die 6: U  points to center of O. 
Die 7: U to center of O. Holes far from border. S in smaller hole. 

Die 8: U to center right of O. White notch under  O. 
Die 9: U to right of O. Both white circles close to border; right one touches. 

 
Format A Heading 69 mm. Brackets around upper left text] 

 
Format A1Format A2 



 

 
Format B: Heading 49 mm. No brackets around instructions. 

 
Format B1Format B2: Larger letters. 

 
OS15 [24 mm] OS16 [25 mm] 

 
OS17 [25½ mm] OS19 [24¼ mm] 

The numbers for this Department begin with OE150, reserving OE132-OE149 for future discoveries of other 
Departments. 
  M U 
OE150a 1d violet Sydney die 7, a4, cream laid A1 220 
OE150b            “               die 8, a4, cream laid A1 220 
OE150c            “               die 9, a4, cream laid A1 220 
OE151a            “               die 6, a4, cream laid A2 180 
OE151b            “               die 8, a4, cream laid A2 500 
OE152-OS15          “       die 8, a4, cream laid B1  
            -OS17          “       die 8, a4, cream laid B1 75 
OE153a-OS15          “       die 8, a4, cream laid B2 180 
              -OS17          “       die 8, a4, cream laid B2 150 
              -OS19          “       die 8, a4, cream laid B2 150 
OE153b-OS16          “       die 9, a4, cream laid B2 100 
              -OS17          “       die 9, a4, cream laid B2 100 
OE154a          “       die 6, a7, cream laid B2 75 200 
OE154b          “       die 7, a7, cream laid B2 100 220 

 



 

  
Format C2, the only type with truncated underline at ONLY. 

 
Format C1Format C2 

 
Format D1Format D2 

The comma after Instruction is over the N of SYDNEY on Format C, and over the E on Format D. The indicia are 14 mm 
below top of envelope on EO158 and EO159. 

 
Format E1: PRINTED MATTER ONLY with serifs. With indicium 14 mm below top of the envelope. 

 
Format E2: PRINTED MATTER ONLY without serifs. Address shifted left, and 189 shifted right. 

  M U 
OE155 1d violet Sydney die 3, d4, cream laid C1  150 
OE156            “                die 3, d4 cream laid C2 450 75 
OE157            “                die 3, d7 cream laid C2  370 
OE158            “                die 2, d4, cream laid D1 330 75 
OE159            “                die 3, d2, cream laid D2 520 
OE160            “                die 3, d3, cream laid E1 220 
OE161-OS24         “        die 8, d5, cream laid E2 300 300 

  

 



 

 
 

d4: 228 x 98 TF70 BF66 
 

 
 

d5: 226 x 98 TF58 BF61    d7 222 x 103 
 

   
                            OS14 [30½ mm]                                    OS22 [30 mm] OS23 [30¼ mm] 

 
                                    OS24 [30 mm] OS25 [29¼ mm] OS23 (worn state) 



 

 
Format F (OFFICIAL RETURNS ONLY) 

 
Formats F1, F2 Formats F3, F 

 
Format F1Format F2 

 
Format F3 

 
Format F4Format F5 

OE162a-OS24   1d violet Sydney 
                  die 7, d5, cream F1 100 75 
OE162b-OS24          “     die 10, d5, cream laid F1 60 
OE163-OS22            “   die 10, d4, faint bluish F2 90 60 
OE164            “    die 4,  d4, cream laid F3  60 
OE165a-OS23           “    die 8, d4, faint bluish F4  180 
              -OS25           “    die 8, d4, cream F4  180 
OE165b-OS14            “   die 10, d4, cream laid F4  400 
OE166-OS22            “   die8, d4,cream laid F5 400 
             -OS23            “   die 8, d4, cream laid F5 400 
             -OS25                   “   die8, d4,cream laid F5  400 
Note:1 OE167 reserved for future use. 

Note 2:  OE163-OS22 indicium is 18 mm below top. OE165b-OS14 indicium is 14 mm below and 24 mm left of envelope 
edges, similar to next item illustrated below. 

 



 

 
Format G. For the Public Schools Cadet Forces. 

 
Format H: OFFICIAL RETURNS ONLY without serifs. The Officer Commanding moved left and other changes. 

 
Format J 

 
Format K 

  M U 
OE168  6d violet Sydney die 3, d7, cream laid G 150 220 
OE169-OS24               “              die ?, d5, cream laid H 450 
OE170a               “              die8, d4 cream laid J 75 110 
OE170b               “              die 9, d4, cream laid J 75 150 
OE171               “              die 9, d4, cream laid K 370 
OE168 has the indicum 12 mm below the top of the envelope and 38 mm to the left. 

 

The Education Department had a need for registration envelopes, but was faced with a problem. The printer had a 
registration die available for printing post office issue registration envelopes. However, it only covered the 4d fee, and 



 

postage stamps had to be added for the postage fee by the customer. The Department wanted its envelopes to be 
prefranked for both the minimum postage (for throughout NSW) and registration fees, namely, 2d plus 4d. One solution 
would have been to impress two dies on each envelope, but this was too time-consuming.  

The adopted solution was to use a 6d indicium. The current Queen Victoria profile design series did have a 6d die used for 
postage stamps. A stereo was made from the master die, and two holes were drilled for placement of O S plugs. 

 
While the indicium did not state “registration”, the envelopes did in two ways. At upper left was text to that effect. 
Secondly, the front and back sides were printed with red crossed lines, the universal British Empire designation for 
registered mail. 

 
Format M 

 
Format M1 Format M2 

 
Forman N: “Returns” added at lower left. 189. 

The registration envelope numbering begins with OE180, leaving OE171-OE179 reserved for possible future use. 
  M U 
OE180 6d violet QV, d4, cream laid M1 100 300 
OE181            “          d4, cream laid M2 100 220 
OE182            “           d4, cream laid N1  450 
 As part of the NSW Centennial celebrations, the 6d commemorative die was used to make an official indicium. 



 

 

 
Format N2Format N3 

The comma after Instruction in the address is over a different letter of SYDNEY as follows (with other shifts): 

Format N2: E 
Format N3:  NE 
OE183 6d red Centennial, d2, cream laid N2 120 60 
OE184-OS22          “                   d4, cream laid N3  130 
            -OS25            “                    d4, cream laid N3  130 
 Note: The indicia are 22 mm below the top of the envelopes. 

After becoming a member of the UPU on 1 October 1891, NSW lowered the minimum registration rate from 4d to 3d. 
While a regular issue registration 3d indicium was made for printing public registration envelopes, it again only included 
the registration fee. Postage had to be added by stamps. Following its precedent of using a die reflecting the 2d postage 
plus the 3d registration fee, the NSW printer took an existing 5d die featuring Captain Cook from the Centennial series of 
postage stamps. He drilled two holes for the O S plugs to create a die for official envelopes. 

 

 



 

 
Format N4. 

 
Format N4Format N5 

 
Format N6 

  M U 
OE185-OS24 5d green Cook, d5, cream wove N4 110 75 
OE186-OS14            “             d4, cream wove N5  210 
            -OS23            “              d4, cream wove N5 150 100 
OE186-OS25            “              d4, cream wove N5 90 
OE187            “              d4, cream wove N6 75 
 

The specimens, reprints and/or CTO official envelopes are covered in Part 3. All reprints utilise a different combination of 
paper, knife, Format and/or seal. 

Figure 16 is an enlargement of the central portion of the seal on the envelope at left. The red vertical 
registration line can be seen to be over the seal. This is evident because some of its edges have excess 
ink forming what appear to be borders. These show in areas where the line is over the red of the seal. 
If the seal had been printed over the line, the seal’s colour would hide borders. So, we can determine 
that the seal was already on the envelope when the workman printed the back, and in a separate 
operation, the front with the crossed lines. 

 

 

 

Figure 16. 

 

 

 

 

The address text settings differ. 
The comma after Cashier is over: 
N4: t 
N5: m left leg 
N6: m left leg


